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Daytrotter: "There is no room in his party for chained spirits. There is a form of life on the Mississippi, in one of those Beale Street joints feel to it. The wines should be logically flowing and there should be a sunset-colored glow of romance all throughout the halls. …there is a towering sound of a man getting infatuated and getting in love and just getting into the frosting too deep, to a point where all movement makes him clatter and shake a sticky shake… He talks about those absolute sways, making it apply to either ladies or other things to love, and pretty soon, the waters are warm and you’re doing some floating. He invokes those classic, soul staples of deep and penetrating bass lines, simple but ideal and perfect lyrics about the troubles of love and jingling guitars. He gives you the jitters and the absolute sway is all his."
Harp: "Seth Kauffman has so far cruised under the popular radar, although 2006’s 'Ting' did catch the ear of critics. …with 'Research', he’s set to make that radar do more than just ping. Among the musical gems: “Absolute Sway,” a Daptone Records-worthy slice of pan-fried soul sautéed in Lee “Scratch” Perry sauce; lo-fi swamp-funker “What Makes (You Think I’m Gone?)”; and “Ron Ben-Israel Blues,” distorted-but-swingin’ garage-rock straight outta Panther Burns territory. Singing in a perilously offhand, but soulful, upper register, Kauffman brings to mind Alex Chilton (sonically) and Tom Waits (stylistically) ...this delightfully twisted platter will get under your skin like nothing you’ve heard all year."

Shuffle Magazine: "There aren’t too many acts in the Carolinas making music like Seth Kauffman; then there isn’t too much music like this being made, period. Chockablock with soul influences, gospel harmonies, Caribbean syncopation, and clanking African polyrhythms, Kauffman’s music is deliberately lo-fi, making his songs sound like time capsules from Motown or Trenchtown. What would more production do to these songs? Who knows, but then their charm seems as timeless and rudimentary as their recording."

The Onion A.V. Club: "...sounds for all the world like a sampler drawn from the Numero Group archives, bringing together the label's regional R&B collections, island-hopping exotica, and lost roots records. But it's actually the work of one North Carolina music theorist who's apparently run out of junk shops to rummage through for funky old 45s, and has decided to make tomorrow's curios today… A-"
Relix: "There are always various secrets that go into good BBQ. Sometimes you can guess what it is, sometimes you can’t — but there’s always that certain something you can’t quite put your finger on that makes it all work. Such is the case with North Carolina’s Seth Kauffman, an artist who slow cooks his soul-rock to tender, lo-fi perfection with a mélange of styles - a hint of Hawaiian here, a dash of Memphis soul there, a pinch of early reggae to finish it off. Tasty stuff."







